
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Simpson Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, August 7th, 2017 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

The City of Belton Parks Board held a meeting on Monday, August 7, in the Simpson Room at the Harris 
Community Center. Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Daniel Bucher, Ted Smith, Jason 
Wolfe, Diane Ring, and Chair Josh Pearson. City staff in attendance included Director of Parks Recreation, 
Matt Bates, and Assistant Parks & Recreation Director, James Grant, and Asst. Parks Superintendent Al 
Godderz. 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 5:31pm 

 
2. Public Comments 

One person signed up for public comments and was given 3 minutes to speak. 
 
Nancy Mullins: Ms. Mullins addressed the board, thanked the City for its work on helping facilitate 
the transition of BYSA, and is excited about the direction that the association is heading. Ms. Mullins 
also added that she would like to see Parks Board conduct monthly meetings even if no items are 
on the agenda so that public comments can be made. 

 
 

3. Consider the minutes from the July 10, 2017, Parks Board Meeting. 

Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Ms. Ring seconded the motion. 

Minutes were approved unanimously, 5-0. 

 

4. Receive an end-of-season report from Alan Butler, President of FC Belton. 

Mr. Butler addressed the board an explained that the Spring 2017 again saw a record number of 

registrants with 1065 players signing up. Mr. Butler had mentioned that FC Belton had done a 

fundraiser for Stillhouse Hollow FD and raised $1910.00. Mr. Butler also spoke about the many 

scholarships the association was able to give out to families who were unable to afford or were in 

need of financial assistance. FC Belton also purchased a 36ft Gooseneck trailer that will help the 

movement of supplies, goals, etc. Mr. Butler notified the board that the association had finalized 

it’s 501 C3. Mr. Butler asked that the City look into the irrigation at the fields. Mr. Grant explained 

that the City was actively working on the irrigation network at the fields and expected it to be 

operational within a few days. 

 

5. Receive an end-of-season report from Eric Johnson, President of Belton Youth Baseball 

Association. 

Mr. Johnson told the board that BYBA currently had an operating budget of $39,000.00. Mr. 

Johnson showed the board that BYBA had 757 registrants, which was up from 728 the previous 

year showing the baseball was continuing to grow. Mr. Johnson outlined some of the recent 

improvements that the association had made which included shades over field 5 bleachers, 

scorekeeper stand at field 5, new tarps, and repairing 5 portable pitching mounds. Mr. Johnson 

went on to tell the board that this past spring the association instituted championship rings for the 

Belton City Championship, which seemed to go over very well with players and coaches. Mr. 

Johnson updated the board Belton teams won every district tournament except one, and that three 

Belton teams went on to win State Championships. Mr. Johnson explained that the association has 

set aside funds for future improvements that include Jace Jefferson Complex signage, additional 

equipment and upgrades o the scorekeeper booths and equipment. Mr. Johnson notified the board 



that he was not planning on running for re-election as BYBA president but that the association is in 

a very good place and the future looks to continue to be bright. Mr. Pearson asked Mr. Johsnon to 

elaborate on the way BYBA operates concessions. Mr. Johnson explained that went he first 

became president the association was being run as a for-profit business and that the association 

would receive 10% of the sales. Mr. Johnson went on to implement a volunteer concessionaire 

operation where parents from each team volunteer to work one evening. Mr. Johnson said that the 

volunteer concession has in turn led to all profits from concession going straight back to the 

association. Mr. Bates complimented Mr. Johnson and BYBA for the remarkable work that had 

been done in the past 2 years and stated that the City is lucky to have great people working for 

these great associations. 

 

6. Receive an end-of-season report from Freddy Guerrero, Lonestar Soccer Representative. 

Mr. Guerrero told the board that 106 players participated in the Lonestar Spring 2017 and explained 

that instead of seasons, Lonestar soccer carries teams for one year. Mr. Guerrero notified the board 

that a total of 6 girls from Belton had been picked up to play D-1 soccer, 3 more that will play D-3, 

and one other who will be attending a NAIA school. Ms. Ring asked whether Lonestar soccer was 

still practicing at Chisholm Trail Park. Mr. Guerrero explained that they were not and instead were 

practicing at Lions Park in Temple. 

 

7. Receive an update on Belton Youth Softball Association from Matt Bates, Director of Parks 

and Recreation. 

Mr. Bates explained to the board that after July’s Parks Board meeting it was clear the board wanted 

staff to investigate some of the concerns raised in public comments which staff did go on to do. Mr. 

Bates told the board that he met with the BYSA President, Tommy Parker, and that they discussed 

several issues that were raised throughout the season and at the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. 

Parker notified Mr. Bates that he would be stepping down from his position a BYSA President. Mr. 

Bates explained that with Mr. Parker stepping down that left the association in uncertain times 

heading into the Fall 2017 season, so along with current Vice- President Jon Wall, a general 

membership meeting was arranged from Thursday, August 3rd, 2017 at 6:00pm in the Harris 

Center. Mr. Bates explained that at the general membership meeting it gave an opportunity for 

people to elect a board at which time former BYBA president Eric Johnson was elected as BYSA 

president. Mr. Bucher who attended the general membership meeting explained that he was 

excited to see Eric Johnson named as President, and that he was happy to have been a part of the 

process that helped facilitate the change in BYSA and is excited about the future for the association. 

Chair Pearson explained that the City’s role throughout the process did well staying within its scope 

of oversight and was very happy to see the association come together and right the ship onto a 

bright future. Mr. Pearson explained that there were several nominees for each board position 

during the elections and that the membership elected each position fairly. Mr. Pearson finished with 

thanking Mr. Bates and the City for its help throughout the process and that he is excited for his 

daughter to play in BYSA this fall. Mr. Johnson tried his best to explain what has happened since 

his election as president four days prior to the Parks Board meeting. Mr. Johnson explained that 

he has assigned different duties to each board member and that they planned to meet as a board 

several times in the month of august prior to the season to get everything going in the right direction. 

Mr. Johnson did note that a second general membership meeting was scheduled for their end of 

August as he felt it was important for families who may have had specific concerns have the chance 

to hear the new board answer and present the info they had collected. Mr. Johnson told the board 

that BYSA had $1,651.00, and that operating Fall Ball will be difficult with such a low account 

balance but he is hopeful it will go well. 

 

 

 



8. Board and/or Staff comments. 

Mr. Bucher had asked about the status of the Chisholm Trail soccer fields. Mr. Grant explained that 

two years ago the public works department had graded the field but it had not set right and was 

incredibly bumpy. Mr. Bates explained that the City would try to address the fields between 

November 2017 and March 2018. 

Mr. Smith asked about the status of the prayer garden benches at Chisholm Trail Park. Mr. Grant 

explained that they were vandalized on two occasions and that the city was looking at an alternate 

option that may be less open for vandalism. 

Mr. Bates notified the board that the City had hired a new events coordinator, Katrina McGaughey 

and he was excited to bring her on board. 

Ms. Ring asked about whether the city had looked into shade covering for Yettie Polk Park. Mr. 

Bates explained that the City had collected several quotes and that the cheapest option was around 

$60,000.00. Mr. Bates told the board that the city would continue to try to find a solution. 

 

9. Adjourn. 

Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 6:19 p.m. 


